
DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY 

Department of Social Services 

Office of Family Support 

TANF Initiatives—Family Violence Prevention and 

Intervention Program  

(LAC 67:III 5501, 5509, 5545, 5551, 5567, 5571, and 5575) 

The Department of Social Services, Office of Family 

Support, has exercised the emergency provision of R.S. 

49:953(B), the Administrative Procedure Act, to amend 

Louisiana Administrative Code (LAC) 67:III, Subpart 15, 

Chapter 55, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 

(TANF) Initiatives.  

An Emergency Rule is necessary to add Section 5501, 

which provides an introduction to the TANF Initiatives and 

to address funding.  

Section 5509 Domestic Violence Services is being 

amended to include males ages 18 and older in the audience 

targeted to receive education and training addressing the 

problem of statutory rape, a requirement that must be met to 

remain in compliance with Title IV of the Social Security 

Act, section 402. Additionally, the title of the program is 

being changed from Domestic Violence Services to Family 

Violence Prevention and Intervention Program to more 

accurately reflect the services being provided. 

Sections 5545, 5551, 5567, 5571, and 5575 have been 

added as they were incorrectly removed through prior 

rulemaking.  

This Emergency Rule is effective May 21, 2010 and 

rescinds any other Emergency Rule issued prior to this date 

referencing Family Violence Prevention and Intervention 

Program. 

This Emergency Rule will remain in effect for a period of 

120 days. The authorization for emergency action in this 

matter is contained in Act 10 of the 2009 Regular Session of 

the Louisiana Legislature. 

Title 67 SOCIAL SERVICES 

Part III.  Office of Family Support 

Subpart 15.  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 

(TANF) Initiatives 

Chapter 55. TANF Initiatives 

§5501. Introduction to the TANF Initiatives 

A. The programs known collectively as the TANF 

Initiatives provide benefits in the form of services to needy 

families, defined as families who have earned income at or 

below 200 percent of the federal poverty level, or a family in 

which any member receives a Family Independence 

Temporary Assistance Program (FITAP) grant, Kinship Care 

Subsidy Program (KCSP) grant, Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits, Child Care Assistance 

Program (CCAP) services, Title IV-E, Medicaid, Louisiana 

Children's Health Insurance Program (LaCHIP) benefits, 

Supplemental Security Income (SSI), or free or reduced 

school lunch. 

B. Not all TANF Initiatives require a family to be 

"needy" as defined above in order to receive services. There 

are initiatives that target children, parents, or caretaker 

relatives of minor children and require only that the person 

be in need of the services provided by the initiative. 

C. The goals of the TANF Initiatives are: 

1. to provide assistance to needy families so that 

children may be cared for in their own homes or in the 

homes of relatives; 

2. to end dependence of needy parents on government 

benefits by promoting job preparation, work, and marriage; 

3. to prevent and reduce the incidence of out-of-

wedlock pregnancies; and 

4. to encourage the formation and maintenance of 
two-parent families. 

D. These programs or services may be adjusted or 

eliminated at the discretion of the secretary, based upon the 

availability of funds. 
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with 42 

U.S.C. 601 et seq.; P.L. 104-193. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Social Services, Office of Family Support, LR 36: 

§5509. Family Violence Prevention and Intervention 

Program 

A. The Office of Family Support shall enter into 

Memoranda of Understanding or contracts to provide 

services for victims of domestic violence and their children, 

including rural outreach and community collaboration 

training for the purpose of educating attendees about 

domestic violence and the available services provided by the 

Department of Social Services including but not limited to 

TANF, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, child 

care, and employment training. Additionally, these services 

will include education and training addressing the problem 

of statutory rape. These programs are designed to not only 

reach the public, but also law enforcement officials, 

educators, relevant counseling services, and males 18 and 

older.  

B. – E. ... 
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with 42 

U.S.C. 601 et seq.; R.S. 46:231 and R.S. 36:474; HB 1 2006 Reg. 

Session, Act 18, 2007 Reg. Session, Act 10, 2009 Reg. Session. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Social Services, Office of Family Support, LR 32:2099 (November 

2006), amended LR 33:2205 (October 2007), LR 34:693 (April 

2008), LR 34:2415 (November 2008), LR 36: 

§5545. Remediation and Tutoring Programs 

A. OFS shall enter into a Memorandum of 

Understanding with the Department of Education to 

establish programs designed to increase the likelihood of a 

student scoring above the "unsatisfactory" achievement level 

on the Graduate Exit Exam and the LEAP 21 exam and 

include: 

1. Graduate Exit Exam Summer Remediation—

designed to provide additional remedial instruction to 

targeted students, that is, students who scored 

"unsatisfactory" on the English language arts and/or 

mathematics components of the Graduate Exit Exam;  

2. Louisiana Education Assessment Program (LEAP) 

21 Summer Remediation—designed to provide additional 

remedial instruction to targeted students, that is, fourth and 

eighth grade students who did not take the spring LEAP 21 

test and fourth and eighth grade students who scored 

"unsatisfactory" on the English language arts and/or 

mathematics components of the LEAP 21; and 

3. Louisiana Education Assessment Program (LEAP) 

21 Tutoring—designed to provide intense early intervention 

and remedial instruction to targeted students in an effort to 

increase the likelihood of them scoring above the 

"unsatisfactory" level on the LEAP 21. The targeted group 

includes fourth and eighth grade students who have been 



retained because of their having scored at the 

"unsatisfactory" level on the English language arts and/or 

mathematics components of the LEAP 21 tests, and fourth 

and eighth grade students whose third and seventh grade 

IOWA test scores were below the thirtieth percentile and are 

considered to be at risk of scoring at the "unsatisfactory" 

level on the English language arts and/or mathematics 

components of the LEAP 21 tests. 

B. These services meet TANF goal 3, to prevent and 

reduce the incidence of out-of-wedlock pregnancies by 

encouraging youths to remain in school, reducing their risk 

of engaging in negative behavior and increasing 

opportunities for families to become self-sufficient through 

education and training. 

C. Eligibility for services is limited to families which 

include a minor child living with a custodial parent or an 

adult caretaker relative. A family in which any member 

receives a Family Independence Temporary Assistance 

Program (FITAP) grant, Kinship Care Subsidy Program 

(KCSP) grant, Food Stamps, Child Care Assistance Program 

(CCAP) benefits, Medicaid, Louisiana Children's Health 

Insurance Program (LaCHIP), Supplemental Security 

Income (SSI), or Free or Reduced School Lunch is eligible. 

D. Services are considered non-assistance by the agency. 
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with 42 

U.S.C. 601 et seq.; R.S. 46:231 and R.S. 36:474; Act 12, 2001 Reg. 

Session, Act 18, 2007 Reg. Session. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Social Services, Office of Family Support, LR 28:353 (February 

2002), amended LR 31:485 (February 2005), LR 34:695 (April 

2008), LR 36: 

§5551. Community Response Initiative (Effective July 

1, 2002) 

A. The Office of Family Support, may enter into 

Memoranda of Understanding or contracts to develop 

innovative and strategic programming solutions suited to the 

unique needs of Louisiana's communities. 

B. The services provided by the various partners must 

meet one, or a combination of, the four TANF goals: 

1. Goal 1—to provide assistance to needy families so 

that children may be cared for in their own homes or in the 

homes of relatives; 

2. Goal 2—to end dependence of needy parents on 

government benefits by promoting job preparation, work, 

and marriage; 

3. Goal 3—to prevent and reduce the incidence of out-

of-wedlock pregnancies; and 

4. Goal 4—to encourage the formation and 

maintenance of two-parent families. 

C. Eligibility for those services meeting TANF goals 1 

and 2 is limited to needy families, that is, a family in which 

any member receives a Family Independence Temporary 

Assistance Program (FITAP) grant, Kinship Care Subsidy 

Program (KCSP) grant, Food Stamp benefits, Child Care 

Assistance Program (CCAP) services, Title IV-E, Medicaid, 

Louisiana Children's Health Insurance Program (LaChip) 

benefits, Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Free or 

Reduced Lunch, or who has earned income at or below 200 

percent of the federal poverty level. For TANF goals 1 and 2 

a family consists of minor children residing with custodial 

parents, or caretaker relatives of minor children. 

D. Eligibility for those services meeting TANF goals 3 

and 4 may include any family in need of the provided 

services regardless of income. For TANF goals 3 and 4 a 

family consists of a minor child residing with a custodial 

parent or caretaker relative of the minor child, and non-

custodial parents, and legal guardians. 

E. Services are considered non-assistance by the agency. 
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with 42 

U.S.C. 601 et seq.; R.S. 46:231 and R.S. 36:474; Act 13, 2002 Reg. 

Session, Act 18, 2007 Reg. Session. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Social Services, Office of Family Support, LR 28:2374 (November 

2002), amended LR 34:695 (April 2008), LR 36: 

§5567. Legal Access and Visitation 

A. Effective January 1, 2009, the Office of Family 

Support will implement the TANF Initiative, Legal Access 

and Visitation. 

B. Services provided include legal services that may 

include: mediation, development of parenting plans, court 

ordered visitation, or other services to obtain regular 

visitation arrangements with the children. Referrals that 

assist non-custodial parents to overcome social, financial 

and emotional barriers that hinder access to their children 

will also be provided. 

C. These services meet the TANF goal to encourage the 

formation of and maintenance of two-parent families by 

improving the parent’s ability to act in the best interest of 

their children, providing the children continuous and quality 

access to both parents, improving the well-being of the 

children, and encouraging healthy relationships, youth 

development, and responsible fatherhood. 
D. Eligibility for services is limited to non-custodial 

parents of minor children who have active child support 

cases under Title IV-D of the Social Security Act. 

E. Services are considered non-assistance by the agency. 
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with 42 

USC 601 et seq.; R.S. 46:231 and R.S. 36:474; Act 19, 2008 Reg. 

Session. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Social Services, Office of Family Support, LR 35: 966 (May 2009), 

amended LR 36: 

§5571. Parenting/Fatherhood Services Program 

(Effective September 30, 2002) 

A. The Office of Family Support shall enter into 

contracts to create programs that will assist low-income 

fathers with various skills including employment, life, 

parenting, and other skills in order to increase their ability to 

provide emotional and financial support for their children, 

and to create a network of community- and faith-based 

programs that will provide linkages to and for state entities, 

specifically Child Support Enforcement Services. 

B. These services meet TANF goal 2, to end the 

dependence of needy parents on government benefits by 

promoting job preparation, work, and marriage, and TANF 

goal 4, to encourage the formation and maintenance of two-

parent families by eliminating emotional, social, financial, 

and legal barriers that hinder a father's ability to be fully 

engaged in his children's lives. 

C. Eligibility for services is limited to fathers of minor 

children, who have earned income at or below 200 percent 

of the federal poverty level.  

D. Services are considered non-assistance by the agency. 
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with 42 

U.S.C. 601 et seq.; R.S. 46:231 and R.S. 36:474; Act 13, 2002 Reg. 

Session, Act 18, 2007 Reg. Session.  
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Social Services, Office of Family Support, LR 29:191 (February 

2003), amended LR 34: 697 (April 2008), LR 36: 



§5575. Teen Pregnancy Prevention Program 

A. Effective July 1, 2003, The Office of Family Support 

shall enter into Memoranda of Understanding or contracts to 

prevent or reduce out-of-wedlock and teen pregnancies by 

enrolling individuals 8 through 20 in supervised, safe 

environments, with adults leading activities according to a 

research-based model aimed at reducing teen pregnancy. 

These programs will consist of curriculums which include, 

but are not limited to, topics designed to educate males 18 

years and older on the problem of statutory rape. 

B. Services offered by providers meet TANF goal 3, to 

prevent and reduce the incidence of out-of-wedlock 

pregnancies by providing research-based prevention and 

intervention programming for students who live in poor 

communities and/or show evidence of academic 

underperformance, dropping out, or engaging in negative 

behaviors that can lead to dependency, out-of-wedlock 

births, or imprisonment. 

C. Eligibility for services is not limited to needy 

families. Custodial and non-custodial parents, legal 

guardians, or caretaker relatives of youth who are 

participants in the program may also receive parenting 

training and educational services. 

D. Services are considered non-assistance by the agency. 
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with 42 

U.S.C. 601 et seq.; R.S. 46:231 and R.S. 36:474; Act 14, 2003 Reg. 

Session, Act 18, 2007 Reg. Session. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Social Services, Office of Family Support, LR 30:502 (March 

2004), amended LR 34:697 (April 2008), LR 34:2415 (November 

2008), LR 36:  

 

Kristy H. Nichols 

Secretary 
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